
GIBBONS



Issues such as habitat loss, poaching, the illegal trade in wildlife as pets, the use of 

animals for entertainment in tourism, for the meat trade and use in traditional 

Chinese medicines, need to be fully understood by local communities and tourists 

in order for these problems to lessen.

“ One of the most significant aspects of wildlife
conservation is the education of local communities and 
raising awareness amongst tourists, who inadvertently 

create a big demand for the exploitation of wildlife ”. 

Making people understand the consequences of their actions and persuading 

them to change their habits and attitudes towards wildlife is the first step to 

protecting them. If the buying stops, the killing will too. This is a long and arduous 

process and requires a holistic approach to education. 

Each year WFFT welcome 1000’s of visitors, whether as volunteers, day guests or 

school groups, we have a responsibility to educate them. 

If you are an educator who is interested in visiting WFFT, please contact 
us at info@wfft.org for further information. 
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Gibbons occur in the rainforests and monsoon forests of 

South and Southeast Asia. They are arboreal, rarely 

descending to ground and sleep in the tops of trees. 

They are currently found in relatively small often isolated

populations in : 

There are currently 20 species of gibbon recognized, all 

members of the same family, Hylobatidae (Lesser 
apes), they are classified in 4 genera:  Hylobates, 
Hoolock, Nomascus and Symphalangus. 

Habitat

 Species
Hylobates

Nomascus

Hoolock

Symphalangus

Bangladesh Cambodia China India Indonesia

Laos Malaysia Myanmar Thailand Vietnam
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ORDER SUBORDER INFRAORDER SUPERFAMILY FAMILY GENUS SPECIES

Making people understand the consequences of their actions and persuading 

them to change their habits and attitudes towards wildlife is the first step to 

protecting them. If the buying stops, the killing will too. This is a long and arduous 

process and requires a holistic approach to education. 

Each year WFFT welcome 1000’s of visitors, whether as volunteers, day guests or 

school groups, we have a responsibility to educate them. 

If you are an educator who is interested in visiting WFFT, please contact 
us at info@wfft.org for further information. 

Taxonomy

Primates

Hainan Crested Gibbon

Cao-vit Crested Gibbon

Black Crested Gibbon

Northern Yellow-cheeked Crested Gibbon

Southern Yellow-cheeked Crested Gibbon

Northern White-cheeked Crested Gibbon

Southern White-cheeked Crested Gibbon

Western Hoolock

Eastern Hoolock

Skywalker Hoolock Gibbon

Siamang

Hylobates
(Lar group)

Nomascus
(Concolor group)

Hoolock

Symphalangus

Agile or Black - handed Gibbon

White - handed or Lar Gibbon

Grey Gibbon or Bornean Gibbon

Kloss’s Gibbon

Silvery Gibbon or Javan Gibbon

Pileated Gibbon or Capped Gibbon

Mueller’s Bornean Gibbon

White-bearded Gibbon

Dark Bornean GibbonCatarrhines
(Old World monkeys

and apes)

Hominoidea
(apes)

Hylobatidae
(lesser apes)

Haplorrhini
(Anthropoids)
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H.leuconedys

N.concolor

H.hoolock

N. nasutus

N. leucogenys

N. siki

N. hainanus

N. gabriellae

N. annamensis

H. pileatus

H. agilis

H. lar

H. moloch

H. klossii

H. muelleri

H. funereus

H. abbotti

S. syndactylus

H. tianxing

H. albibarbis

H.leuconedys

N.concolor

H.hoolock

N. nasutus

N. leucogenys

N. siki

N. hainanus

N. gabriellae

N. annamensis

H. pileatus

H. agilis

H. lar

H. albibarbis

H. moloch

H. klossii

H. muelleri

S. syndactylus

H. abbotti

H. funereus

H. tianxing
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Hylobates

White - handed or Lar Gibbon
(Hylobates lar)
Endangered

Grey Gibbon or Bornean Gibbon
(Hylobates abbotti)

Endangered

Kloss's Gibbon
(Hylobates klossii)

Endangered

Mueller’s Bornean Gibbon
(Hylobates muelleri)

Endangered

White-bearded Gibbon
(Hylobates albibarbis)

Endangered

Silvery or Javan Gibbon
(Hylobates moloch)

Endangered

Agile or Black - handed Gibbon
(Hylobates agilis)

Endangered

Dark Bornean Gibbon
(Hylobates funereus)

Endangered

Pileated or Capped Gibbon
(Hylobates pileatus)

Endangered

Male

Female
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Nomascus

Hainan Crested Gibbon
(Nomascus hainanus)

Critically Endangered

Cao-vit Crested Gibbon
(Nomascus nasutus)
Critical Endangered

Black Crested Gibbon
(Nomascus concolor)

Critically Endangered

Southern Yellow-cheeked
Crested Gibbon

(Nomascus gabriellae)
Endangered

Northern White-cheeked
Crested Gibbon

(Nomascus leucogenys)
Critical Endangered

Southern White-cheeked
Crested Gibbon

(Nomascus siki )
Endangered

Northern Yellow-cheeked
Crested Gibbon

(Nomascus annamensis )

Male

Female
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Hoolock

Western Hoolock
(Hoolock hoolock)

Endangered

Eastern Hoolock
(Hoolock leuconedys)

Endangered

Skywalker Hoolock Gibbon
(Hoolock tianxing)

Endangered

Siamang
(Symphalangus syndactylus)

Endangered

Symphalangus
Male

Female
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Siamang
(Symphalangus syndactylus)

Endangered

Thailand is home to 4 distinct species of gibbon.

All 4 gibbon species native to Thailand are listed as

Endangered (EN) by the IUCN Red List of Threatened

Species and are listed in CITES Appendix 1. 

 

Agile or Black - handed Gibbon
(Hylobates agilis)

Endangered

White - handed or Lar Gibbon
(Hylobates lar)
Endangered

Pileated or Capped Gibbon
(Hylobates pileatus)

Endangered
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EX EW CR EN VU CD NT LC

LOWER RISKTHREATENEDEXTINCT

Agile or Black-handed gibbon

Thai Name: ชะนีมือดำ
Scientific Name : Hylobates agilis

IUCN Status : ENDANGERED

The Agile gibbon or (Black-handed gibbon), has two colour phases, which 

are not related to sex. The dark brown and the pale phase they are blonde. 

Both sexes have a white brow band and the males also have pale cheeks and 

occasionally a pale ‘beard’. The females have loud call similar to the 

White-handed gibbon with high-pitched rising and falling notes but their 

calls are shorter and more whooping sounds. The main threat to the Agile 

gibbon is habitat loss which has been substantial recently, particularly in 

Sumatra. 

They live in tropical rainforests in Indonesia (Kalimantan, Sumatra), Malaysia 

(Peninsular Malaysia) and Thailand.

Habitat  

The Agile gibbons diet consists of ripe fleshy fruits, young leaves and small 

insects. 

Diet

Habitat loss, degradation & fragmentation.

Poaching for exotic meat trade.

Poaching for exotic pet trade.

Threats
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White - handed or Lar Gibbon
Thai Name: ชะนีมือขาว หรือ ชะนีธรรมดา

Scientific Name : Hylobates lar
IUCN Status : ENDANGERED

EX EW CR EN VU CD NT LC

LOWER RISKTHREATENEDEXTINCT

The White-handed gibbon’s (aka. Lar gibbon) body colour varies from blond, 

brown and black. The colour of their fur is not related to sex, and pale and dark 

forms can occur within the same family. The tops of hands and feet, the brow band 

and the sides of the face are white or pale in contrast to body colour. The females 

have a loud call of high pitched rising and falling whoops, while males have a 

softer call. The population of White-handed gibbons is declining rapidly due to 

loss of forest habitat, illegal hunting, and hunting for the pet trade. 

They live in tropical rainforests in China (Yunnan), Indonesia (Sumatra), Laos, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, and Thailand. 

Habitat  

The White-handed gibbon’s diet consists of mostly fruit, leaves, new shoots and 

flowers with the occasional addition of insects. 

Diet

Habitat loss, degradation & fragmentation.

Poaching for exotic meat trade.

Poaching for exotic pet trade.

Threats

10



Pileated gibbon
Thai Name: ชะนีมงกุฎ

Scientific Name : Hylobates pileatus
IUCN Status : ENDANGERED

EX EW CR EN VU CD NT LC

LOWER RISKTHREATENEDEXTINCT

Adult male Pileated gibbons are all black except for white hands and feet and 

white brow hand around the eyes. They also have white hairs over the ears and 

white genital area. Females are grey or grayish buff with dark patch on belly and 

crown. Young are greyish-white turning darker as they mature. They have loud 

calls with rising hoot from the females. Habitat loss is the main threat to the Pileat-

ed gibbon as it’s natural habitat is now extremely fragmented, isolation from 

other populations of pileated gibbons is causing a rapid decline in population. 

They live in tropical rainforests in Cambodia, Laos and Thailand.

Habitat  

The Pileated gibbon’s diet consists of mainly fruits, particularly figs. They also eat 

young leaves and shoots and occasionally insects. 

Diet

Habitat loss, degradation & fragmentation.

Poaching for exotic meat trade.

Poaching for exotic pet trade.

Threats

Habitat loss, degradation & fragmentation.

Poaching for exotic meat trade.

Poaching for exotic pet trade.

11



EX EW CR EN VU CD NT LC

LOWER RISKTHREATENEDEXTINCT

Siamang
Thai Name: ชะนีเซียมัง

Scientific Name : Symphalangus syndactylus
IUCN Status : ENDANGERED

The Siamang is the largest of the gibbon species. They are black with long 

shaggy hair and both sexes have a throat pouch, which inflates when calling. 

Calls consist of a series of loud woops or a series of short barks that gradually 

several kilometers away. The first two fingers on each hand are fused togeth-

er. They are dependant on tall forest and live in small family groups of a pair 

with up to three offspring. The population of Siamangs is declining severely 

due to loss of forest, selective logging of tall trees, palm oil production and 

illegal hunting. 

They live in tropical rainforests in Indonesia (Sumatra), Malaysia (Peninsular 

Malaysia) and Thailand.

Habitat  

The Siamang’s diet consists of fruits, flowers, leaves and shoots with the occa-

sional addition of insects or birds eggs.

Diet

Habitat loss, degradation & fragmentation.

Poaching for exotic meat trade.

Poaching for exotic pet trade.

Threats
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Lesser Apes
Not Monkeys 

Nar��� �n� �ow���r�
po����n� �os���l�

Lon��� h���
le�� t��� f��e��m�

Flatt���� na��� �n
fin�e�s ��� t�e�

Pro����n�
butt��� p���
t�a� t��� c��

si� ��

Ta�l�, ��t �o�
p�e��n���e �n��

Don’� �wi��
t��o�g� �h� ��e�s

Cercopithecidae
(Old world monkeys)

Liv� �� �a�r� ��d
s�a�l ����te�
fa���y ���up� 

Sma���r ���
mo�� �l���er
fo��s

Lon� �h�� ��m�

 No t���

mo�� ��te���g��� 

Swi�� t��o�g�
t�e �r���

Hylobatidae
(Lesser apes)

Gibbons are apes, they are often referred to as the lesser 

apes. Gibbons differ from great apes (chimpanzees, 

bonobos, gorillas, orangutans, and humans) in being 

smaller, exhibiting low sexual dimorphism, and not 

making nests. In certain anatomical details, they more 

closely resemble monkeys than great apes do, but like 

all apes, gibbons are tailless.

 

Unlike most of the great apes, gibbons frequently form 

long-term pair bonds. Their primary mode of locomotion, 

brachiation, involves swinging from branch to branch for 

distances up to 15 m (50 ft.), at speeds as high as 55 km/h (34 

mph). They can also make leaps up to 8 m (26 ft.), and walk 

bipedally with their arms raised for balance. They are the 

fastest and most agile of all tree-dwelling, nonflying mammals. 

The smallest species, the agile gibbon may weigh as little as 

5 kg while the largest, the Siamang may weigh upto 12kg.
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Although classified as omnivores gibbons are basi-

cally frugivorous vegetarians. They feed primarily 

on ripe, pulpy fruit and supplement their diet with 

leaves, flowers and some insects.

They are one of the most wasteful animals in the jungle, 

taking a bite of a fruit and dropping it to the ground before 

moving on to something new! Gibbons also act as gardeners 

of the forest, dispersing seeds of the fruits they have eaten 

when traversing around their forest home. 

Gibbons take water by sweeping the hand along moist 

leaves or by dipping it into a stream or water filled hollow 

and then licking the water from the hair on the backs of the 

finger. 

Gibbon Diet

Rip� ���it
(53%)

Un�i�� f��i�
(9%)

Flo���
(13%)

Yo�n� ��a��s
(24%)

In�e�t�
(1%)
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Gibbons are active during the day living high in the rainforest canopy (arboreal), seldom descending to the ground. Of all 

of the ape species, they are the only one to walk on 2 legs, (bipedal), other than humans. Gibbons cannot swim, so water 

tends to act as a natural barrier with rivers often acting as a species boundary.

Walking & Water
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Gibbons have highly melodious voices and often make a beautiful 

chorus with numerous individuals calling together. Their most vocal time 

is early morning and they advertise their territories by characteristic 

loud wailing calls from the upper canopy. They can project their songs 

2-3 km’s, much further than their voices would carry. Individual gibbon 

species can also be identified by their song patterns. 

Singing
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Of all the primates, gibbons have the longest arms relative to their body length, with hook 

like fingers. These forelimbs alone are used, fully extended to suspend and propel the 

gibbon through the trees, swinging from branch to branch (brachiation). 

One unique aspect of gibbon physiology is the ball and socket joint forming the wrist 

connecting the hand with the forearm. In comparison with the wrist of humans as an aid for 

swinging from hand to hand, the gibbon's ball-joint wrist greatly reduces both the amount 

of energy needed in the upper arm and torso and the stress on the shoulder joint. 

Swinging
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Gibbons usually mate for life, (monogamous), and form family 

groups that are territorial consisting of a breeding pair and 

their young. However, studies have shown sympatric groups to 

mate with each other, forming extra-pair copulations. Adult-

hood is reached around the age of 10 years when the offspring 

are forced out of the group, they then move away from home to 

find an opposite sex partner. A family of gibbons will defend 

their territory (20-30 hectares) against other groups of 

gibbons. 

Family

18



Some species of gibbon experience a colour change in the fur due to 

their age and gender. For example, the female Golden-cheeked 

Gibbon (Nomascus gabriellae) changes colour twice in her life. 

Born the same golden colour as her mother, at about 1 year old 

she will become black with golden cheeks.

 At puberty, (5-7 years old), she changes for the final time, to her 

original golden colour. 

All gibbons in the genus Nomascus go through similar process, although 

the male changes only once. Pileated gibbons, (Hylobates pileatus), 

also change colour at puberty. 

Changing
Colour

0-9 Months

9-15 Months

18 Months - 5 Years Adult Female

Adult Male

Golden-Cheeked Gibbon
(Nomascus gabriellae)
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Throughout Asia many people keep wild animals as pets, ranging from 

birds & reptiles, to gibbons, monkeys & even bears & tigers. 100,000’s 

of wild animals are kept as pets in Thailand alone.

The maximum penalty for keeping a gibbon is 40,000 baht or 4 years 

in prison. Gibbons are taken from the wild when only a few months old. The 

mother is usually shot high in the tree canopy, causing her to fall to the ground 

with her baby. The other members of the family may also be killed as they try 

to protect their group. Once the mother is on the ground, the baby, if it is still 

alive and not too badly injured, is taken from her and becomes a victim of the 

wildlife trade. The mother is often sold on as bush meat. 

These animals are sold as pets when they are small, cute and easy to handle. 

Often bought as a status symbol, they become large, aggressive and difficult to 

handle. They are also very vocal and their song can become a nuisance to the 

owner and their neighbours. 

When the animal becomes a burden to their owner, they then suffer from neglect 

& maltreatment, ending up in tiny cages in garages or gardens, with inadequate 

food, lack of stimulation, and no contact with their own kind. The animals are 

frequently abandoned at Zoos, Temples or Forestry Department Breeding Cern-

tres, which often have inadequate space to house them, and are already over-run 

with unwanted pets. In 1992, the Wildlife Preservation and Protection Act made 

the keeping of wild animals as pets illegal in Thailand. This law was further 

strengthened by amendments made in 2019. 

Gibbons As Pets

Gibbons usually mate for life, (monogamous), and form family 

groups that are territorial consisting of a breeding pair and 

their young. However, studies have shown sympatric groups to 

mate with each other, forming extra-pair copulations. Adult-

hood is reached around the age of 10 years when the offspring 

are forced out of the group, they then move away from home to 

find an opposite sex partner. A family of gibbons will defend 

their territory (20-30 hectares) against other groups of 

gibbons. 
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Throughout Asia, gibbons are hunted and killed for the trade in exotic bushmeat. Chinese hunters actually believe the gibbon meat to 

be delicious. They are even shipped to other countries like Korea, where the illegal bushmeat can be found ready to eat in restaurants.

Gibbon meat and bones are valued as a tonic in some traditional Asian medicines. Rural Chinese believe that gibbon bones provide an effective treat-

ment for aches and pains, contributing to these magnificent animals being captured from the forests and murdered unnecessarily. Scientific research has 

proven that such medicines do not work. 

Gibbons As Food & Medicine

BushmeatTraditionl Asian Medicines
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Thailand has a thriving tourism industry. Unfortunately, people 

wishing to make money by using wild animals for entertain-

ment purposes have exploited this. Every day 1000’s of animals 

are suffering at the hands of humans purely to make a profit for 

their owners. 

Baby gibbons are used to entice people into bars, restaurants, hotels, and 

other tourist venues. They are usually drugged with sedatives to keep 

them docile & easy to handle. They are often kept in small cages, which 

are placed in prominent positions so that people can easily see them. 

However these spots are usually in car parks, next to main roads, in 

brightly lit, noisy areas where they suffer from air and noise pollution. 

Natural sleep is virtually impossible, as the baby gibbons need to be 

awake to attract and entertain the tourists.

Gibbons
Exploited
for Tourism
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Tourists are usually encouraged to feed the gibbons, often the wrong type of 

food e.g. sweet, sugary food, which can have serious, long-term effects on the 

gibbon, such as obesity, diabetes and dental problems. Gibbons are very agile 

and active animals but the small cell like cages do not allow for climbing, 

swinging or even stretching of their limbs. 

Baby gibbons are also used as photo props. Most of these gibbons will spend 

their days in the hot sun and then be kept awake well into the night, so that 

tourists can have their photo taken with them. Most are over-handled, stressed, 

and deprived of food.

The owners keep control of their baby gibbons with chains around their necks, 

which inhibit movement and cause pain and discomfort. The gibbons are 

always kept in readiness for having their photos taken regardless of whether 

they are hungry, exhausted or stressed.

The demand from the tourists will always maintain the trade in animals for the 

Tourist Industry. Each tourist who has their photo taken with a baby gibbon or 

any wild animal is participating in the illegal trade of wild animals and may be 

prosecuted for doing so. Every tourist who enters an establishment that houses 

wild animals for profit or entertainment is encouraging the trade in wild 

animals. 

Stopping the demand will cease this exploitation of animals
as tourist attractions...only humans can stop this demand! 

gibbon is being
paraded around
drunken tourists

in a bar

gibbons in the wild
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The major reason for the declining population of many animal species, especially primates, is deforestation. At an unimaginable 

speed, the forests of  Southeast Asia are decimated to feed the highly lucrative exotic timber trade, and to create space for agriculture 

and human settlements. National Parks & Protected Areas exist, but are often underfunded and poorly supervised.

Deforestation
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As the human population grows forests are exploited for char-

coal or timber, wetlands are drained, developed, and rivers are 

dammed and over used for agricultural irrigation. Even small 

gaps in the forest canopy can create a barrier to the gibbons 

travel, confining them to a small area where food resources are 

limited and may eventually run out. 

Habitat loss can lead to isolated subpopulations of gibbons 

which can affect the survival of the gibbons in several ways 

such as the limitation of the availability of suitable mates which 

may cause a slow rate of reproducing, thus reducing popula-

tion numbers even more. This in turn can cause inbreeding in 

small groups and may decrease the genetic variability, which 

can in turn lead to the loss of ability to survive in the face of 

environ- mental change/disease. 

Gibbons are very sensitive to any type of disturbance and this 

can disrupt their behaviour for several days. Logging, forest 

fires, human settlement and the construction of roads and power 

lines can have a devastating effect. It is likely that this type of 

disturbance will disrupt daily activity and may very well lead to 

abandonment of areas where disturbance is regular.

Habitat Loss  

Habitat
Fragmentation 

Habitat
Degradation
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Gibbon Rehabilitation
& Release Programme

WFFT currently houses many gibbons, the majority of these being White-handed 

gibbons. Some of these gibbons are possible candidates for release back to the 

wild and are going through a rehabilitation process, many are living on natural 

islands, adapting to life in trees again. In total, we can accommodate over 50 

gibbons on islands, a much better option than placing them in cages.

Research programmes  have been implemented to study the behaviour of both 

captive and wild gibbons alike. In 2009 along with Mahidol University and the 

Department of National Parks in Thailand, WFFT have launched a release 

programme in Maehongson to return some of our gibbon residents back to the 

wild.
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Let us introduce you to Thong the highly endangered Northern 

white-cheeked gibbon, rescued by WFFT back in 2018. Her owners 

contacted us and asked us to help in providing her with a new, more 

suitable home. We were informed by the owners that Thong had 

escaped five times and attacked and injured members of the public. 

They had finally realised that she is a dangerous wild animal and not a 

suitable pet, they were worried she would escape and attack more 

people.

We were sent a photo of her in the terrible enclosure, so we headed out first thing 

next morning to free her from this hell hole.

It took us three hours to reach the home where was kept. Upon arrival we 

were shocked to find a tiny plastic filled make-shift shack behind a garage 

with this very special intelligent primate locked inside.

The floor was layered deep with trash and rotting food, after 10 years of 

being fed water and snacks from plastic containers you can imagine the 

immeasurable quantity of rubbish she was forced to live on top of, she slept, 

ate and defecated all in this one space. With only three small holes that she 

was able to pop her head to out to see what was going on in the outside 

world.

“Thongs” Ten Years in a
Trash Filled Shack is Over
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The WFFT team got straight into action, planning how we would get her out 

of this makeshift home made from pieces of trash, there wasn’t even a door 

so we could gain access. WFFT Veterinarian Motee prepared the sedative 

and Thong was darted, once she was sedated we began to break the cage 

open so we could finally get her out of there. This hell hole is thankfully her 

prison no more.

This Critically Endangered species is seen in highly fragmented popula-

tions in Laos DPR and Vietnam, why is she in Thailand? Non-native species 

are provided minimal protection under Thai law, domestic trade in these 

species is currently not regulated.

Ten years ago Thong was bought as a infant from Chatuchak Weekend 

Market in Bangkok, a notorious hub for the illegal trade in wildlife. Her 

mother will have been slaughtered, Thong and the rest of her family will 

have witnessed this, she was then illegally poached from the wild and smug-

gled into Thailand to be sold as a pet.

Thong was purchased by the ex-girlfriend of the son of her current owners. 

Many of you will be thinking how evil the owners were, how could they watch 

her suffer this way? However, Thongs owners loved her, they wanted the best 

for her. They donated food and gave a small cash donation for her care. 
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We hope that some day humans will actually realise that locking a sentient animal in a box for 10 years is not ok? And it is 

definitely not the way to show an animal that you love it. We see so many cases of misguided love of animals. It must stop, 

people must learn that these animals have complex emotions, they are deeply affected by the actions of their owners.

We will continue to fight for animals like Thong and

her wild cousins. Keep Wildlife Wild and Not as Pets.
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Let us introduce you to ̒ Jub Jib’ the 15 year-old white-hand-

ed gibbon (Hylobates lar) who arrived at the WFFT Wildlife 

Rescue Centre in 2017.

 Just over 17 years ago Jub Jib was living with her family high in the 

tree canopy in Thailand’s biggest national park, Kaeng Krachan, 

which is part of one the biggest intact stretches of tropical evergreen 

forest in mainland Southeast Asia. This area creates a natural border 

between Thailand and Myanmar. We are told that during a battle 

between armed forces from Thailand and Burma her mother was 

shot and killed while Jub Jib was clinging onto her.

Her mother fell to the ground, likely from a height 100’s of feet, as she 

hit the ground Jub Jib was badly injured, the impact of the fall result-

ed in severe head injuries, it was later found that as a result of these 

injuries that she suffered from epilepsy. 

She was handed over to a man and lady who had previously had a 

pet gibbon that had died, as they were deemed as suitable carers for 

her.

Her Sad Eyes Speak
More Than Words
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strong, confident and happy, not looking like she is at deaths door. She was 

scared of the substrate in the WFFT Hospital area, walking on grass or gravel 

terrified her, however she was comfortable walking on concrete.  Anything 

she saw that was green she tried to eat, even grazing grass from the floor, it is 

likely that this is first time she had walked on natural substrate in years, and 

the first time she had felt the natural sunlight on her skin.

This to be one of the most harrowing cases of animal cruelty inflicted by the 

misjudgment of someone who claimed to love this gibbon, they were slowly 

killing her. Over the years her owners treated her epilepsy with the human 

anti-depressant medication, amitriptyline hydrochloride, confusion and 

nausea are some of many common side effects from taking this drug.

Jub Jib then spent the next 15 years kept inside a house, being treated like 

human baby,  fed human foods and was forced to wear diapers 24 hours a day 

to prevent from making a ‘mess’ in the house.

When she arrived at WFFT we saw an emaciated sad little soul, in a rather 

dazed state. The alarm bells started to ring as her owners said they had given 

her some ‘off the market’ strong sleeping tablets to help her relax for the jour-

ney to WFFT. They then informed us that once the side effects from this drug 

had worn off, she would seem like a ‘normal gibbon’, climbing and walking 

around. This could not be further from the truth on day 2 of her being with us, 

The morning we took her out of her enclosure at the WFFT Hospital to assess 

her a little more and what we discovered was shocking. She moved out of the 

cage like an old geriatric lady, a gibbon of 15 years should be in her prime, 31



We would assume that she is currently addicted to the drug as she has been fed it for years, taking her off them right away 

may lead to some more severe problems, so this will be done gradually, controlled by the WFFT Vet Team, she is basically a 

drug addict, not from her own choice. Severely malnourished due to bad diet and lack of exercise and sunlight, she is unable 

to properly grasp with her hands and will have to be hand fed until she regains some strength.

Thankfully some of the family members no longer wanted the gibbon in the house so she needed a new home, she was then 

brought to WFFT for lifelong sanctuary.
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What Can You Do To Help?

DO NOT
have photos

with wild animals
being used as
photo props.

DO NOT
go to animal shows,

visit elephant (trekking)
camps, tiger temples

or petting zoos.

DO
 your research! Only
visit ethical rescue
and rehab centers.
Or even better see
them in the wild!

DO
 tell your tell family and

friends Write a story
for your local newspaper
back home, describing

your experience
in Thailand.

REPORT
animal abuse or illegal wildlife trade

to the relevant authorities and WFFT at

DO NOT
purchase animal souvenirs,

including snake or tiger
wine, bush meat, ivory or

any other animal products.
When the buying stops

the killing stops too!

RAISE
awareness, spread
the word and share
your experiences
in social media.

Calling 1362 (24 hours) or
hotline1362@hotmail.com

Report on our
website WFFT.org

Send a message to
@DNP.WILDHAWK

Department of
National Parks

Wildhawk Facebook

Wildlife Friends
Foundation
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We would assume that she is currently addicted to the drug as she has been fed it for years, taking her off them right away 

may lead to some more severe problems, so this will be done gradually, controlled by the WFFT Vet Team, she is basically a 

drug addict, not from her own choice. Severely malnourished due to bad diet and lack of exercise and sunlight, she is unable 

to properly grasp with her hands and will have to be hand fed until she regains some strength.

Thankfully some of the family members no longer wanted the gibbon in the house so she needed a new home, she was then 

brought to WFFT for lifelong sanctuary.

Follow Us on Social Media or Visit Our Website! 

@WFFThailand WFFT Wildlife Friends

WFFT.orgWildlife Friends Foundation


